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INTRODUCTION acon 


Welcome to the El Centro Resource Area. We are one of five resource area 
field offices within the California Desert District, whose boundaries coincide 
with the California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA). The CDCA was 
established by Congress through passage of the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act (FLPMA) on October 21, 1976. Our resource area manages 
760,000 acres of public lands in Imperial and San Diego Counties, and 
additionally, through a Cooperative Agreement, manages 660,000 acres of lands 
withdrawn by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. Our staff consists of 23 
permanent and temporary personnel -- 1 Area Manager, 3 administrative 
specialists, 2 maintenance specialists, 6 interdisciplinary resource specialists (a 
Branch Chief, Archaeologist, Realty Specialist, Range Conservationist, Wildlife 
Biologist, Geologist), 7 Outdoor Recreation Planners and Visitor Services 
personnel (2 Outdoor Recreation Planners and 5 Visitor Services Specialists), 
and 5 law enforcement rangers. 


FLPMA mandated preparation of a comprehensive land use plan for the entire 
desert. This Plan, commonly known as the Desert Plan, was approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior in December, 1980. A portion of our resource area 
is outside the CDCA, in Eastern San Diego County. This portion of our area 
is managed under the direction of the Eastern San Diego County Management 
Framework Plan, approved in 1981. As will become evident from the 
following pages, we are busy implementing the decisions from both Plans. 


This Historical Overview is divided into two sections: 


a A Narrative describing the current and anticipated future 
activities of our staff. This section is subdivided into 
the various resource programs and, 


oe A Table summarizing our accomplishments, since approval of 
the Desert Plan in FY81. 


OTL AND GAS - 2 


Many lease applications were processed in the early 1980s as oil and gas 
interest moved southward along the Overthrust Belt. However, a 7000 foot 
dry hole drilled in 1982 dampened any Overthrust Belt related interest. Prior 
to this time, over one million acres were leased. Since that time, many of 

the leases have been terminated or relinquished. The decline of interest is 
expected to continue unless Peméx (the Mexican Federal Oil and Gas Com- 
pany) resumes drilling operations south of the border. 
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GEROTHERMAL ake 


After several years of relative inactivity , since initial competitive leasing in 
the East Mesa Known Geothermal Resource Area (KGRA) was conducted in the 


early 1980s, the pace of development has increased dramatically. The 
following table illustrates the status of geothermal powerplants in the KGRA: 


Year Approved Operator Plant Name Megawatts Status 
1979 Magma Magma Demo 10 Producing 
Energy 
1985 Ormesa Ormesa I 32 Producing 
Geothermal 
1986 East Mesa Ormesa II 20 In construction. 
Partners Plant 95% complete. 
Initial production 
began 12/87. 
Completion 3/88. 
19881 GEO GEO #1 34 In final permitting. 
Operators Construction begin 
Spring, 1988. 
19881 GEO GEO #2 37 In final permitting. 
Operators Construction begin 
Spring, 1988. 
19881 Ormesa Ormesa IE 10 In initial permitting. 
Geothermal Construction begin 


TOTAL PRODUCTION (GROSS MEGAWATTS) ---- 


6 


Spring, 1988. 


All plants, except the two GEO plants, use what is known as a "Binary" 
process, whereby hot water is pumped up from the ground, piped through a 
heat exchanger, which heats a hydrocarbon fluid into a gas, which then 


drives a generator. 


of the geothermal reservoir. 


come into contact with each other. 
Magma plant. 


1 Projected year. 
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The cooled fluid is then reinjected into the outer edge 
The hot water and the hydrocarbon fluid never 
This process was pioneered at the 
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SALEABLE MINERALS says Se 


Over 326,000 cubic yards of mineral materials, such as clay, sand and gravel 
were extracted from public lands under Free Use Permits or Material Sale 
contracts in FY87. Revenues from the sale of material amounted to over 
$89,000. Saleable mineral extraction sites are located in 5 areas in Imperial 


County: 
is East Highline Canal, in the vicinity of Interstate 8; 
2 Glamis Segregation Area, east of the town of Glamis; 
x. Mount Signal Area, west of El Centro; 
4, Two areas, northwest and southwest of the town of Ocotillo. 


These sites play an important role in supporting agriculture and the con- 
struction industry through providing tiling sand and concrete aggregate. 


LOCATABLE MINERALS eats 


Under the locatable minerals program, this office has the responsibility to 
review Plans of Operations under the 43 CFR §3802 (within Wilderness Study 
Areas) and §3809 (non-Wilderness Study Lands) regulations. 


In 1985, this office approved the Plan of Operation for the Gold Fields 
Operating Company Mesquite Project. This mine is located approximately 6 
miles east of the town of Glamis. Estimated reserves for this project are 
56,000,000 tons with an average gold ore grade of 0.05 ounces per ton with 
150,000 ounces of gold are produced annually over a 20 year mine life. 
Recently, in late fall 1987, this office approved an expansion of the Mesquite 
project, based on additional newly identified ore reserves, known as the VCR 
Project (Vista-Cherokee-Rainbow). These three new pits will add 50,000,000 
tons of ore with an average grade of 0.04 ounces per ton. Both projects are 
immediately adjacent to each other, and when taken together, represent a 
"World Class" deposit -- the fifth largest in the United States. 


In summer, 1987, this office also approved another gold mine -- about 28 
miles to the southeast in the Cargo Muchacho Range. This mine, the 
Padre/Madre, operated by American Girl Mining Corporation, has an expected 
life of 10 years, with gold ore reserves of 6,000,000 tons, and an average 
grade of 0.04 ounces per ton. Annual production is about 24,000 ounces. In 
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December, 1987, initial permitting began on a second mine, operated by the 
same company, in the next canyon to the east of the Padre/Madre mine. 
This mine, known as the American Girl/Boy Mine will be both a heap leach 
open pit as well as an underground mine with conventional milling facilities. 
The open pit portion of the project has reserves of 5,500,000 tons with an 
average ore grade of 0.05 ounces per ton. The underground portion has 
reserves of 1,500,000 tons with an average grade of 0.20 ounces per ton. 


Also in the Cargo Muchacho range, Texas Gulf Minerals, continues to be 
hampered in their efforts to re-open the old Tumco mining district. This 
historic area continues to be caught up in a BLM-wide civil action filed by 
the National Wildlife Federation. This lawsuit, filed in the District Court of 
Washington, D.C., alleges that environmental documentation prepared for 
opening of lands to mining location, was inadequate. Some three years have 
elapsed since filing of the suit, with no firm date for resolution anticipated. 
Texas Gulf can only do small scale exploration in this well known gold area. 


Finally, in the Picacho Peak area in the vicinity of the Picacho Mine 
(located on private land), a test 50,000 ton heap leach facility was approved 
by this office in December 1987. This facility, operated by a Canadian 
company, Christie Gold, Ltd., will determine the metallurgical characteristics 
of a relatively small, low grade (approximately 0.03 ounces of gold per ton) 
deposit that has been identified between the Colorado River and Picacho 
Mine. 


Numerous exploratory Plans of Operation have been filed and approved in 
FY87 which still may result in additional gold mines in Imperial County. 


RIGHTS —-OF—-WAY Siete 


Eight cases were carried over from FY86. During FY87, thirteen new 
applications were filed, along with four amendments to existing 
rights-of-way. Nineteen rights-of-way were completed by September 30, 
1987. These cases covered a variety of actions including: 


§§ A buried telephone line to provide direct dial telephone 
service to Glamis, Ca., and the BLM Cahuilla Ranger Station 
in the Imperial Sand Dunes. 


§§ Three RS-2477 rights-of-way to the County of Imperial 


County as part of an ongoing effort to inventory and record 
such roads. 
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§§ Expansion of State Highway 86 from a 2-lane highway to a 
4-lane expressway. 


§§ A number of rights-of-way in support of geothermal and 
mining activities (roads, powerlines, pipelines, etc). 


In the first three months of FY88 we have processed four rights-of-way: 


§§ Coachella Valley-Niland-El Centro 104 mile long 230 kV 
transmission line project for the delivery of geothermal 
power produced in Imperial County to the Southern California 
Edison service territory in Riverside County. 


§§ A new TV broadcasting station on Black Mountain in Imperial 
County, serving both Yuma and El Centro. 


§§ Realignment of an 8.5-mile segment of State Highway 78 to 
avoid interferences between highway use and the mining 
activities of Gold Fields Mining Corporation. 


§§ Observation wells for monitoring ground water changes 
resulting from a proposed in-place lining demonstration 
project of a 1.5 mile section of the Coachella Canal. 


As of December 15, 1987, nine cases are on file and we anticipate 3-5 new 
applications during FY88. 


2 peel ES duel Boke MiG DS been ses 


Concessionaire/Vendor Permits - The ECRA initiated a concessionaire/vendor 
permit system in FY84 to authorize small scale entrepreneurs to provide 
some services to the recreational land users. This allows resource 
management control with the side benefit of also generating revenue for the 
U. S. Treasury. Interest in this program remains high, attracting new 
permittees every year. Permits have been issued for the sale of T-shirts, 
hats, ATV parts and accessories, firewood, food and soft drinks, and services 
such as welding and a dune buggy/ATV weighing station. 


In FY87, thirty nine permits were issued for the "season" (October - May). 
All of these permits were for the Glamis and Buttercup Valley areas of the 
Imperial Sand Dunes. Permits for other intensive use areas are available on 
a case-by-case basis. 
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In the first three months of FY88, 29 concessionaire/vendor permits have 
been issued, including a new permittee all the way from Oklahoma. 


Filming Permits - During FY87, seventeen permits were issued for filming 
projects on public lands. These include various TV commercials, magazine 
ads, etc., and one feature film. Portions of Mel Brooks’ "Space Balls" was 
filmed in the Buttercup Valley area. Also, the production company for 
"Rambo III" movie spent several weeks scouting areas with the ECRA staff in 
December 1986, before moving on to Israel. Rambo is back for FY88 to 

shoot the grand finale of the film in the ECRA, during December and 
January. 


Apiary Permits - The ECRA maintains 20 apiary permits. These permits 
authorize the placement of bee hives on public lands. In Imperial County, 
the desert provides “winter storage" areas during pesticide spraying in the 
ag-lands, from October through March. Very few of these sites are used 
year around. Sites in San Diego County are generally used year around for 
honey production. 


TRESPASS ABATEMENT siete 


A strong emphasis was placed on trespass abatement in the latter part of 
FY87, which will carry over into FY88. This includes unintentional and 
intentional unauthorized uses, ie., agricultural, rights-of-way, occupancy, and 
commercial use of the public lands. Every effort is being made to resolve 

all existing trespass cases, either by issuance of an authorization, if found 

to be appropriate, or by removal and/or cessation of such activity. In FY87, 
3 occupancy trespasses were removed from public lands and in the first half 
of FY88, some 20 occupancies have also been removed. New cases will be 
processed on a pipeline basis. 


WITHDRAWALS SYWITHDRAWAL REVIEW aS 


In FY87, a Cooperative Agreement between BLM, the Bureau of Reclamation 
and U. S. Navy was completed. This Agreement is the result of Navy’s 1983 
withdrawal request for 315,000 acres of federal lands in Imperial County. 
The acreage was significantly reduced through negotiations. These 
negotiations led to a major 1985 Desert Plan Amendment which involved a 
combination of a withdrawal (53,434 acres), a Right-of-Way to the Navy 
along the low level run in lines (75,106 acres) and a Cooperative Agreement 
covering resource activities over the entire area of concern (315,000 acres). 
The withdrawal will be processed in FY88, when a new application is 
received from the Navy. 
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No withdrawal review cases were processed in FY87. We plan to review 
two Public Water Reserves and two Multiple Use Classifications in FY88. 
Periodic review is mandated by FLPMA to determine if the withdrawal 
and/or classification is still necessary for best management of the Federal 
lands involved. 


MISCELLANEOUS LANDS ACTIONS ey lei) = 


In FY87, the ECRA received a donation of 600 acres of land within the Fish 
Creek Wilderness Study Area (WSA). The generosity of Jack and Sophie 
Cohn will enhance our administration of public lands within this WSA, and is 
greatly appreciated. 


Eleven R&PP compliance examinations were completed, including seven 
sanitary landfills. Planned accomplishments for FY88 include bi-annual 
inspections of the sanitary landfills and implementation of a much more 
detailed site analysis than used previously. 


WILD HORSEYBURRO MANAGEMENT Once 


The desert mountains in eastern Imperial County are home to over 250 wild 
burros and over 40 wild horses. Two wild horse and burro herd management 
areas (HMAs) were established in the ECRA, named the Chocolate/Mules 

HMA and the Picacho HMA. 


The Colorado River Herd Management Area Plan was completed in 1984. 
This plan encompassed 4 HMAs, including the Chocolate/Mules and Picacho 
HMAs, and established a schedule for inventory, monitoring, and animal 
removal. 


Wild burros are:the main animal for management in the Chocolate/Mules 
HMA. Management levels were determined to be 22 in the Desert Plan, 
however, current statistics indicate the population numbers exceed the ideal 
management level. 


The Picacho HMA was developed primarily for the management of. wild 
horses. Management levels were determined to be 42 in the Desert Plan. 
Current statistics indicate approximately 48 horses now range in the area. 


The Resource Area has on occasion hosted wild horse and burro adoptions. 
In FY88, an adoption is tentatively scheduled for Brawley, CA. 
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RANGE MANAGEMENT oi Menis 


We manage approximately 3500 animal unit months (AUMs) of forage in six 
eastern San Diego County allotments. An additional four allotments in the 
Southern California Metropolitan Project Area are managed by this office. 
These additional allotments comprise over 200 AUMs of forage. 


Six allotment management plans (AMPs) have been completed and are being 
monitored and implemented. An intensive monitoring scheme, including range 
trend and forage utilization, is being implemented for each AMP allotment. 


Project planning continues on a reservoir for livestock and wildlife water, 
fence maintenance, spring developments, and a prescribed burn. Several 
range improvement projects are scheduled for completion in FY89. 


Prescribed burns are an important range improvement tool in the RA. Much 

of the vegetation in our allotments is chaparral, a fire dependent plant 
community consisting mainly of shrubs such as chemise, scrub oak, and 
ceanothus. In areas where fire has not occurred for many years, chaparral 
becomes dense and provides poor quality forage. However, after a fire, 

tender shoots of resprouting shrubs and the previously suppressed herbaceous 
understory provides a wealth of nutritionally valuable forage for livestock 

and wildlife. For these reasons, prescribed burning remains an important 
element in maintaining adequate forage for livestock and wildlife in this RA. 


VEGETATIVE SALES etlisvAs 


Harvesting of native desert vegetation has been growing in popularity each 
year. Agave, creosote, and brittlebush are attractive commodities for the 
florist and jewelry business. Ironwood is very popular with snowbirds and 
artists for carving. A vegetative disposal policy for the RA was completed 
in FY85 which facilities permit processing. This policy has assisted in the 
expeditious issuance of approximately 25 permits annually. 


In FY88, a special plant salvage was conducted to allow the public to collect 
plants that would otherwise be destroyed by the expansion of the Gold 
Fields’ mining operations east of Glamis. In the two weekends of the 
salvage, some 301 permits were issued. Some 1029 Ocotillos, 754 Wooly-Top 
Barrel cactus, 315 Beavertail cactus, 31 Compass Barrels, 141 Fish Hook 
Cactus, 42 cords of Ironwood, and approximately 672 plants of other assorted 
desert vegetation was collected. In addition, plants were collected by BLM 
personnel for later use in the rehabitation of closed routes, elsewhere in the 
RA. This project was similar to the successful public salvage held for the 
original Gold Fields’ mine held in FY86 where some 110 permits were issued. 
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BOTANY or 88s 


The El Centro Resource Area contains a variety of sensitive plants and 
special management areas with botanical concerns. Over 30 species are 
listed as either BLM sensitive species, Threatened or Endangered by the 
State of California, or as Candidates for Threatened or Endangered listing by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. In addition, one natural area, three 
research natural areas, three outstanding natural areas, one ACEC, and more 
than 20 Unusual Plant Assemblages (UPAs) have been designated by the 
Desert Plan due to botanical concerns. Monitoring Plans for six of the most 
sensitive UPAs have been prepared. 


In FY87 monitoring commenced on the Algodones Dunes in compliance with 
the Dunes Unusual Plant Assemblage (UPA) plan and Algodones Dunes HMP. 
Specific actions for FY88 include: development of monitoring methods for 
six UPAs, conducting a 1,000 acre rare plant inventory within the Table 
Mountain area, and implementing three UPA monitoring plans. In addition, 
members of the California Native Plant Society have volunteered to assist 
BLM staff in the revegetation of approximately 1/3 acre on Table Mountain. 


NATURAL, HISTORY oie is 


The El Centro Resource Area contains a number of sites having various 
natural and cultural resource recognition designations. While these designa- 
tions have no mandatory constrains on management, they serve to identify 
sensitive or unique natural values and cultural resources so that they can be 
considered in land management decisions. Some sites have several overlapp- 
ing designations and a number of them are located within Wilderness Study 
Areas which are protected under the Bureau’s Interim Management Policy and 
Guidelines for Lands Under Wilderness Review. 


CULTURAL RESOURCES one re 


The cultural resource program is undergoing a transformation in El Centro. 
FY87 saw completion of all management plans identified in the Desert Plan 
and Eastern San Diego County Planning Unit. FY88 proposes evaluation of 
three of the first ACEC plans written in the Resource Area. These include 
the Pilot Knob, Lake Cahuilla, and Plank Road ACECs. Work may commence 
on a new ACEC identified at West Mesa. 


FY88 will provide an opportunity for an update of the Lake Cahuilla 
Discontiguous Archaeological District, a National Register of Historic Places 
nomination. Field work will also be conducted for a geoglyph documentation 
program in connection with the Imperial Valley College. 
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The cultural program involves several aspects of support work. This year’s 
review of contractor studies of several important projects will contribute to 
the cultural resource database. These include the following: 


IID’s 230 Kv transmission line 
Gold Fields’ VCR mine development 
Natural History Museum MOA 
Superstition Mountain Contract. 


A major volunteer program coordinating efforts from several groups is 
envisioned at the Plank Road. Dilapidated fencing will be removed and new 
post and cable fence will be installed using CORVA, E Clampus Vitus, and 
Imperial Valley Historical Society personnel. Full implementation of the 
ACEC plan may be possible through use of a State of California green 
sticker grant. 


Staff cultural support is also planned and will include an extensive route of 
travel approval program for West Mesa. Considerable time may be spent in 
support of wilderness study area documentation. A normal support workload 
for other resource area programs is anticipated. 


WILDERNESS aioli 


There are nine Wilderness Study Areas (WSA) in Imperial County and seven 
in eastern San Diego County: 


IMPERIAL COUNTY 


Non- 

Total Suitable Suitable 
Unit Name Acres Acreage Acreage 
852 Palo Verde Mountain 27 ,889 27,889 0 
355 Indian Pass 26,070 27165 24,902* 
355A Picacho Peak 6,300 2,606 5,418* 
356 Little Picacho Peak 41,320 41,320 0 
360 North Algodones Dunes 23,412 1,400 22,012 
362 South Algodones Dunes 54,101 54,101 0 
368 Jacumba Mountains 31,928 4,376 26,922 

(formerly In-Ko-Pah) 

372 Fish Creek Mountains 15,706 1,885 13,821 
373 Coyote Mountains 11,034 11,034 ) 


TOTALS: 237,760 146,776 93,075 
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SAN DIEGO COUNTY 


CA-060-022 San Ysidro Mountain ZyLOd 2ylok 0 
CA-060-023 San Felipe Hills 5,265 5,265 0) 
CA-060-024A Sawtooth Mountains A 3,392 3,892 0 
CA-060-024B Sawtooth Mountains B 24,696 2,770 21,926 
CA-060-024C Sawtooth Mountains C 2,509 2,509 0 
CA-060-025 Carrizo Gorge 14,573 0 0 
CA-060-026 Table Mountain 958 958 0 
TOTALS: 47,623 11,124 36,499 


Draft Wilderness Study Reports for all recommended suitable WSAs were 
completed in FY84. Reports for all recommended non-suitable WSAs in the 
CDCA were completed in FY86. Mineral reports have been completed by the 
Bureau of Mines and the U.S. Geological Survey for all recommended suitable 
WSAs. Final Wilderness Study Reports incorporating the latest format 
changes and data from the mineral reports are being prepared for all WSAs 
in the Resource Area in FY88 as part of the statewide wilderness report 
package. 


Since the WSAs were designated in 1979, the El Centro Resource Area has 
reviewed over 150 proposals under the Interim Management Policy. Emphasis 
in FY88 is on reclamation of surface disturbance in order to meet the June 
30, 1989, reclamation deadline. 


RECREATION Shei Ss 


The El Centro Resource Area is the most heavily-visited Bureau-managed 
area of public lands within the California Desert Conservation Area, with an 
annual average of 1.5 million visitor use days. Most visitation occurs on 
weekends (37%), three-day holidays (31%) and the four-day Thanksgiving 
weekend (21%). Four Special Recreation Management Areas (SRMA) have 
been identified within the Resource Area: Imperial Sand Dunes, McCain 
Valley, Yuha-West Mesa, and Long-Term Visitor Areas (LTVAs). 


The Imperial Sand Dunes Recreation Area is the most intensely concentrated 
recreation use location in the Resource Area, with about 800,000 visitor use 
days per year. In 1972, the Bureau constructed an access road and camp- 
ground along the western edge of the Dunes south of State Route 78. The 
Cahuilla Ranger Station was established in the same area in 1975. Since 
that time, the Bureau has provided emergency medical assistance, and 
information services at the station on major winter holiday weekends. 
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Beginning in 1988, the Ranger Station is staffed by resident Visitor Services 
Specialists and is open every weekend during the use season. 


A Recreation Area Management Plan (RAMP) was completed for the Imperial 
Dunes in 1987. The RAMP represents an overall strategy for utilizing 
limited funding to meet the challenges of management of the Imperial Sand 
Dunes through the year 2000. The RAMP represents a coordinated im- 
plementation strategy organized around five funding levels, and is designed 
to insure that development will not outpace the Bureau’s ability to operate 
and maintain facilities and protect sensitive resources. 


A key feature of the RAMP is effective utilization of contributed funds 
available through the California Department of Parks and Recreation’s State 
Off-Highway Vehicle Grant Program. In FY88, these funds are being’ utilized 
to build a new campground, pave 3 miles of access road, expand the ranger 
station, service five contract trash stations, remove drifting sand from roads 
and camping areas, and to hire one temporary Maintenance Worker and five 
temporary Visitor Services Specialists for the recreation area. 


Beginning with the 1983-84 season, the California Desert District and the 
Yuma District of the Bureau of Land Management adopted a long-term visitor 
permit program to facilitate continued long-term camping opportunities 

while reducing adverse environmental impacts. Nine areas already receiving 
long-term camping use (see map) were formally designated as "Long Term 
Visitor Areas" (LTVA). Two more LTVAs were designated in the El Centro 
Resource Area for the 1984-85 season. By obtaining a permit from a Bureau 
office, Ranger, or Volunteer Host, "Snowbirds" may camp in any of the 
LTVAs for as long as they wish between September 15 and May 15. Permits 
were issued free of charge in the 1983-84 season; however, a permit fee of 
$25 was established beginning with the 1984-85 season. In all other areas of 
Bureau-managed lands outside of the LTVAs camping is limited to 14 days. 
The 14-day period will also be enforced in the LTVAs from June 1 through 
September 30 each year. 


Four LTVAs are administered by the El Centro Resource Area. A total of 
472 permits were issued in FY87. Approximately 80% of the permits were 
issued by Volunteer Hosts. For this reason, the cost of administering the 
program in the El Centro Resource Area was only $11.00 per permit issued. 


The El Centro Resource Area acquired management responsibility for nearly 
68,000 acres near Superstition Mountain and on nearby West Mesa in 1986, 
as a result of a cooperative agreement between BLM, the U.S. Navy, and 
Bureau of Reclamation. Route of travel designations are being prepared for 
55,000 acres of these new lands which were designated as "Limited to 
Approved Routes of Travel" by a 1985 Desert Plan Amendment. The 
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remaining 13,000 acres around Superstition Mountain were designated as 
"open" to OHV use by the 1985 amendment. 


Cross-county OHV riding opportunities in the Yuha-West Mesa Special 
Recreation Management Area (SRMA) are centered in two adjacent open OHV 
areas: the new Superstition Mountain OHV area and the Plaster City OHV 
area. Approximately 25 Special Recreation Permits are issued annually for 
races or other competitive events in these areas and on adjacent West Mesa 
lands where use is restricted to approved routes of travel. In FY87, nearly 
8,000 spectators and 2,500 participants were involved in competitive OHV 
events in the Resource Area, 


Currently the Resource Area is in the process of implementing the recreation 
plan for McCain Valley. Implementation of the plan has been slow, with 

most actions focusing on long-needed maintenance actions, visitor patrols and 
developing additional off-highway recreation opportunities. Funding for 
these projects comes from the California Off-Highway Vehicle Fund. 
Additional grant fund projects are proposed for acquiring public access 
across and into San Felipe Valley, Buttercup Valley, Jacumba Mountains and 
McCain Valley. 


WILDLIFE HABITAT ai 


Since the finalization of the Desert Plan in 1980, priority has been placed on 
preparation of site-specific management plans and their implementation. 

Four ACECs and 6 HMPs have been written to date. A fifth ACEC plan 

(West Mesa) will be prepared in late FY88 or early FY89. Management 
strategies have been developed in close coordination with a variety of 
concerned publics, including the California Department of Fish and Game 
(CDFG), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and environmental and 
sportsmen’s groups. 


Species of concern range from big game such as bighorn sheep and mule 
deer to endangered species such as desert pupfish. Habitats managed range 
from sand dunes to desert riparian areas. Much emphasis has been given to 
the management of habitats for species which are candidates for inclusion on 
the USFWS list of threatened or endangered species, such as the flat-tailed 
horned lizard (FTHL). This emphasis is an attempt to reverse the decline of 
the species and preclude the need for listing. 
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A species management plan for the FTHL will be prepared in FY88. The 
FTHL is a BLM sensitive species and a USFWS Category 2 (which has been 
recently recommended to be upgraded to a Category 1) species. The 
objectives of the plan are to: 


§§ codify survey methodology, which 
has been developed over the past 4 


years; 
§§ establish mitigation strategies; 
§§ establish management goals for the 


continued existence of the species 
through FTHL habitat protection. 


Management plan implementation is also a high priority. Implementation in 
past years has involved both on-the-ground habitat improvement projects and 
also monitoring of the effectiveness of management actions. Past projects 
include the installation and maintenance of 9 big game guzzlers, a large 

scale prescribed burn project, fencing to protect crucial wildlife habitat, and 
interpretive signing. To date, the wildlife program has received over $60,000 
in contributed funds and services for habitat improvement work. Projects in 
FY88 include inspection and maintenance of 4 water developments, a 
prescribed burn (funded by a $5,000 contribution), revegetation and 
recreation use control projects (also funded by contributed monies), and a 
vegetation manipulation project (paid for by $2500 in contributed funds). 


Monitoring has been ongoing since 1980 to evaluate the effectiveness of 
current management strategies. Specific issues include livestock grazing, 
recreation (OHV) use, geothermal development, and gold mining activities. 
Efforts in FY88 will continue these, as well as expanding inventory work to 
further define crucial habitat for species of concern. 
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HISTORICAL SUMMARY TABLE 


Resource Activity 


2120 
Recreation 
Construction 


Yuha 
Visitor 
Ctr. Funds 
1. Imperial Sand 
Dunes Proj. (#:$) 
Totals 


a. Gecko CG Maint./ 
Repair 


b. Cahuilla Water 
System 


c. Pump Pressure Tank 
d. Elec. Service 
e. Elec. Hookup 

(é Security Fencing 


g. Sanitary Dump 
Station 


h. Contingencies for 
Gecko Rd. Contract 


i. Ranger Station 


Have approved State OHV Projects for: 


Dunes Patrol Staging Area. 
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Fat 


0 


FYSt21 

FY82 FY83 
0 5:363,000 
0 307,000 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 1,500 
0 4,000 

(cancelled) 

0 12,500 
0 38,000 


FYS 7 
FY84 FY85 
3:50,000 0 
0 0 
18, 800 0 
1,200 0 
30,000 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
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Buttercup Road, Roadrunner Campground, Proposed projects include: 
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Resource Activity FY81 FY82 FY83 FY84 FY85 FY86 FY87 


4iii 
011 
and Gas 
Check lists 


Lease 
Issued 


Lease Acreage 
SIMO Acreage 
APDs 
NOIs 


4113 
Geothermal 


Leases 
Processed 


Total possible 
lease acreage 


Additional 
Environmentally 
Analyzed 
Acreage 


NOIs 


Plans of 
Operation 


Competitive 
Bid sales 
(Acres Offered) 


Geotherma | 


Drilling 
Permits 
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37 


1742 
107,058 
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Resource Activity FY81 FY82 FY83 FY84 FY85 FY86 FY87 


Sundry Notices 


Geotherma | 
Utilization 
Permits 
Processed 


Average monthly 
East Mesa royalties 


4131 
Sand & 
Gravel 
Extraction 
(y3 = cubic yards.) 
Contracts Issued 
& Renewals 
(Free Use & 
-Mat. Sale) 
Community Pits 
Established 
Trespass 
4432 
Mining 


3802 Plans of 
Operation 


3809 Plans of 
Operation 


3809 Notices 
Mineral Rpts. 


for other 
offices 
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0 


$2,330 


150, 000y3 


22 


0 


0 


$2,500 


200,000y3 


23 


0 


0 


$3,232 


300, 000y3 


36 


0 


0 


$10,860 


175, 000y3 
(est. ) 


30 


4} 


23 20 35 

1 1 1 
$8,494 $10,268 $14, 880 
358,352y3 385,000y3 400, 000y3 

{est.) (est, ) 

34 46 51 

1 0 0 

0 | 3 

5 0 0 
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Resource Activity FY81 FY82 FY83 FY84 FY85 FY86 FY87 


4133 
Non-Energy 
Leasables 
and Leasable 
Solids (ABSP) 


Applications 
Submitted 
4211 
Rights- 
of-Way 


Rights-of-Way 
TUPS 
Compliance 
Appraisals 


Trespass 


1 = As of Oct. 1,1984, 4211 became the charge code for all rights-of-way, energy and non-energy. 
4211 was used for energy related rights-of-way only. 


only, 
4212 
Lower 48 
Lands 
Programs 
Cases 
LUPs 
Compliance 
Appraisals 
Trespass 
Sales (ac.) 


'- As of Oct. 1, 1984, 4212 includes all land actions other than rights-of-way: 
Figures shown for FY81-84 reflect non-energy rights-of-way as well as others, 


Permits, etc. 
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20 
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36 
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8 
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32 
3 
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1185 


10! 
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Resource Activity FY8| FY82 FY83 FY84 FY85 FY86 FY87 


4220 
Withdrawal 
Processing 
& Review 
Cases, 16 3 6 
Withdrawa | : 
Review 
Cases, 0 1 0 
Withdrawal 


4220 replaced 4213 in FY85. ' - NWF Lawsuit has halted work. 


5440 
Expenses, 
Leases, 
Permits, 
Easements, 
Conveyances 
Cases, 0 0 0 
Lease 
4311 
Forest 
Management 
Permits 0 0 18 
Issued 
4321 
Wild 
Horses 
& Burros 
HMAPS Written 0 0 0 
Census 0 0 0 
Burros Removed 0 0 0 
HMAS Monitored 0 0 0 


* All removals are done by Kingman District staff. 
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Resource Activity FY81 FY82 FY83 FY84 FY85 FY86 FY87 


4322 
Range 
Management 
Final AMPs* 0 4 2 0 0 0 0 
Plan Amendments “0 2 0 0 4 0 0 
Use 28 35 40 10 g 10 10 
Author izations** 
Allotments 0 0 6 6 6 8 8 
Monitored 
Projects 0 0 5 2 3 1 0 
Developed 
County ($) 0 5,000 4,610 13,085 11,900 0 0 
Contribution 


* Total acres - 67,627 (3128 Active AUMs) 
sx Includes Southern California Metro Project Area 


4331 
Cultural 
Resources 


ACEC 1 1 4 1 1 2 4 
Plans Prepared 


National 
Register of 
Historic Places 


Number 3 3 1 0 0 1 0 
Acres 733 2306 § 0 0 3025 0 
Sites 129 184 1 0 0 148 0 

Cultural 0 4 5 2 2 3 4 
Resource Mgmt. 
Plans 
Compliance 22 28 65 54 63 31 39 
(antiquity 
permits) 
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Resource Activity FY81 FY82 FY83 FY84 FY85 FY86 FY87 


Inventory Acres 
Public Lands - BLM 2472 1473 


Contractor 8065 1476 


Sites Recorded 


Public Lands - 22 28 
BLM Contractor 129 60 
151 88 


Sites Mitigated 


Partial or Total 
Data Recovery 


Public Lands - 0 1 
BLM Contractor 3 14 
3 15 
Fences 0 0 
Signs 6 0 
Contributed 0 0 
Funds 
Volunteer 1 { 
Projects 
Monitoring 0 0 
Locations 
Support Projects * 39 45 


* Includes 3809 and 3802 studies. 
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Resource Activity FY81 FY82 FY83 FY84 FY85 FY86 FY87 


4332 
Wilderness 


WSA Study Reports 


Environmenta | 
Statements 


Interim Management 


Generic 
Monitoring 
(000 acres) 


3802 Reviews 
Other Reviews: 


4333 
Recreation 


Plan Amendments 


COCA Plan 
Route of Travel 
Designations 


Activity Plans 
RAMPs 
Project Plans 


Permitting 
OHV SRP 
Other SRP 
LTVA 


Visitor Services 
(Patrol Units) 


Resource Protection 


Projects 


Signs Installed 


Volunteer Projects 


| 
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(Cahuil la) 
(Midway Well) 
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Resource Activity FY81 FY82 FY83 FY84 FY85 FY86 FY87 


4344 
Soil, 
Air, & 
Water 
Jacumba Water- 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 
shed Project 
Watershed 0 19 0 0 0 0 0 
Project Maint. 
Water Sources 0 14 11 25 25 25 25 
Documented 
4351 
Wildlife 
Mgmt. 
Milpitas Wash 1 1 water 1 water 
HMP 1 water maint, maint, 
(180,800 ac.) improved 
Table Mtn. 1 (1,920 ac. 
HMP monit, } 
Coyote Mts./ 1 
Davies Valley HMP 
(38,000 ac.) 
Indian Wash/ 1 water 1 water 1 water {| water 
Picacho HMP maint. maint. maint. maint. 


(289,600 ac.)! 


Palo Verde Mts. HMP 
(55,040 ac.)! 


Smuggler’s 
Cave HMP! 
(40,000 ac.) 


1 -- Projected completion date FY91, 


Note: A lone number in a column indicates the year a plan was approved. 
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Resource Activity FY81 FY82 FY83 FY84 FY85 FY86 FY87 


4352 
Endangered 
Species 
Mgmt. 


East Mesa HMP 
(108,320 ac.) 


Southern East 
Mesa ACEC 
(40,712 ac.) 


Semen mae enw meme ae ee mee ee eee ee See ee me eee ee ee eee ee Oe ee ee eee ee eee eee eee eB ee eee eee ee See ee ee wee ee et ee eee eee ee ewer 


Chuckwalla Bench 
ACEC 
(14,720 ac. 

in ECRA) 


Yuha ACEC 
& HMP 
(61,057 ac.) 


eee emee se eeeew eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee eee ee See ee tee eee eee ewes eee eee we eee ee eee ee ee ee eee eee eet eee es eee ewe eee eee 


McCain Valley 
HMP update 
(74,160 ac.) 


Algodones Dunes HMP 
(132,000 ac.) 


San Sebastian 
Marsh/San Felipe 
Creek ACEC & HMP 

(6,320 ac.) 


Seem ew eee ewe eee eee ee ee mee eee eee eee Ree 8 eee 6 ee 6 6 Se ee OSS OO ee SSeS OO SOS SS HS BES ee HOS ee Peewee eS Sw See es Sees eee eee 


In-Ko-Pah ACEC 
(21,500 ac.) 


See wee Mme wm em ewe eee eee wee wee wee ewe m ee eee ee eee eee ee ee ee ee ee eee See ee eee eee eee ee eee ee ee ee eee eee eee eres eee cere eess= 


16,000 ac. 
monit. 


7 waters 
maint. 


4 waters 
improved 


Attempts at 
obtaining 
private 
inholdings 


Note: A lone number in a column indicates the year a plan was approved, 
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7,680 ac. 1280 ac. 4480ac 
monit, invent, invent, 
5760 ac. 1920 ac 
monit,  monit. 


4,480 ac 
monit 
1 
Plans 2560 ac, 7040 
updated monit. ac, 
6,400 ac. monit 
monit. 
1 reveg. { 
project reveg. 
project 
7 waters 7 waters 1200 
maint, maint. ac. inv. 
4 waters 
maint. 
{ 
2 3 miles 
monit 
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Resource Activity FY8 1 FY82 FY§3 FY84 FY85 _FY86 FY87 


4712 
Recreation 
Maint. 


Lark 
CG & 
Cottonwood 
CG water 
system 
replacement 


Sign Replace- 18 
ment & maint, 


Campgrounds maint. 3 
LTVAS maint. 0 


Have applied for State 
OHV Support 
--Trash Contracts 
--Seasonal Maint. 
Worker 


4713 
Trans- 
portation 
Maint. 


McCain Valley 
Rd. 


Campground 
Roads 


1, Contracting help 
2, Engineering help 
3, 2920 funds estab. 
on a pipeline basis 
(State MOU possible). 


Have applied for State 
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Resource Activity FY81 FYQ2 FY83 FY84 FY85 FY86 FY87 


OHV support for: 
--Gray's Well 
Rd. Repair 
--Seal Coats 
(Imperial Dunes 

Rd. and Gray's 
well) 
--Sand Removal 
--Grading McCain 


Valley Rd. 
5104 
Expense 
R/W 
Processing 
Cases, 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 
Rights-of- 
Way 
Compliance 0 0 8 13 0 0 0 
1123 
Reimburse- 
ment Rec. 
Construct. 
& Maint, 
State OHV 1: 16,000 1:53,000 3:53,000 2:29,000 §:612,000 
Sticker 
Grant Fund 
Project 
(#:$) 
Signed Agreement 
Comp leted 
A.Lark Canyon 
ORV Area 
1.ORV trails 16,000 
2. C.G. Expansion 36,000 20,000 
B.Gecko Expansion 53,000 15,000 
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Resource Activity FY81 FY82 FY83 FY84 FY85 FY86 FY87 
C. Cahuilla Restroom 4,000 


0. Hauser Mt. Easememt cancel led 
(implementation 
pending 
land trans. 
to USFS) 


Funds Budgeted/Apin. 
Completed 


E. Dunaway Pit Area 
Cultural Invent. 6,000 14,000 


F. Smuggler’s Cave 20, 200 
Easement 


G. San Felipe Vehicle 5,000 
Corridor Cultural 
Invent. 


H. San Felipe 22,800 
Vehicle 
Corridor Easement 


I, Buttercup Valley 490,000 
Access 


Funds Budgeted/ 
Aplin. Pending 


J. Eastern McCain 16,000 

Valley Easement (cancel led-- 
reprogrammed to 
Lark Stream 
Channel 1985) 


K, Glamis/Gecko 25,000 
Trash (2 yrs.) 
Contract 
L. Roadrunner 25,000 905,000 
Campground 
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